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FOREWORD

An important development since the WCC 9th Assembly in Porto Alegre, Brasil, in 2006, has been the
creation of the WCC's Ecumenical Water Network. One of the ways in which the network reaches out to
members of our churches every year during Lent is through a series of biblical reflections on water, the
Seven Weeks for Water. To celebrate this achievement and to invite a wider readership, this special
compilation of Seven Weeks for Water are a truly representative ecumenical and global reflection on this
basic necessity of life. It is my hope that as Christians around the world use these reflections they will they
not only engage more fully in just use of water but also that their faith in the One who identifies himself as
"living water" will be deepened and refreshed.

Rev. Dr Olav Fykse Tveit
General secretary
World Council of Churches



PREFACE

Every year since 2008, during the Lent season,tvleeaEcumenical Water Network (EWN) try to conneith our constituencies
— the member churches, faith-based organizatiodsratividuals — through the Seven Weeks for Walbese are seven biblical
reflections dedicated to water and justice issak®)g with other resource materials on water, seitweekly during the seven
weeks of Lent. The Seven Weeks for Water are a efagising awareness around World Water Day on 22cdW among the
churches. We have received a tremendous respomsedur members across the world, who look forwardeceiving these
Lenten reflections and engaging their congregatiossudy, reflection and action on water issues.

This year we have decided to publish a compilatibeeven reflections from past years. They candssl as a resource during
Lent or at another time that is suitable for yoontext. While more than 40 reflections have beewvdpced by renowned

theologians from across the world over the last frears, we had to select only seven, keeping il tthie regional, confessional
and gender aspects of the work.

We would like to thank all the contributors of tredlections; the general secretary of the WCC,Rbg. Dr Olav Fykse Tveit, for
writing the foreword; the WCC colleagues who haedpbd prepare this compilation and especially Ma&sasboth, the former
coordinator of the EWN, who initiated and sustaitieid unique feature of the EWN over the last fjars together with the
International Reference Group of the EWN.

We wish you a meaningful observation of Lent andM/@/ater Day on 22 March.

To know more about the EWN, please visit our webgsitlook into the details given on the last paigghis booklet.

Dinesh Suna

Coordinator

Ecumenical Water Network
World Council of Churches
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Week 1
Drip, drip, drip ...

A biblical reflection by Jane Stranz

Do justice, love kindness and walk humbly with y@ad. (Micah 6.8b)
As a deer longs for flowing streams, so my sowdddor you, O God. (Psalm 42.1)

Like the ticking of a clock marking out time, wadeips noisily.

Maybe it drips off the edge of a stone or roofiines of rain and plenty,

or perhaps from a badly turned off tap in societidgere earth's most precious
and vital resource is unconsciously wasted.

L o

Photo: Andrei Niemimaki

The sound of dripping water is greeted with joyerfh time of drought. The sound of those dropsniitthe ground brings the
promise of transformation, of seeds germinating;rops bearing fruit, of hope for the future, direshment. That dripping is also
the sound of justice.

More than two thousand years ago, the prophet Michcalling humanity to a threefold spiritualitiyresistance and persistence,
"Do justice, love kindness and walk humbly with y&od". It is to such a spirituality of persistent® a spirituality of long term
sustainability that Christians are called as Lemeomore begins.

Centuries ago the Roman poet Ovid said that drippiater wears away stone not by force but by persig. In a society of quick
fixes and instant solutions the Lenten virtues itigline and going without are not always easysétll. Micah's threefold
spirituality calls us to be as water dripping congt, continuing to highlight issues of water arstige in our own communities and
across the world.

Loren Kerkof, a Franciscan father in the USA, asmourages the development of a threefold spiifyuak a response to the
ecological reality of our planet, one which stemenf our need to deepen our relationship with Godsease of moral
responsibility and the call to promote God's kingdaf justice.



"Eco-spirituality realizes that the earth is a@efion of the divine; it sees the universe as easaent of God, an incarnation of
God. Contemplating the beauty and presence of Gad things can lead us toetanoia a conversion that moves us to respond to
the crisis faced by our planet, our home, God'atie."

Like the deer longing for pure running water inlRsd2, there is deep longing in our world for trertg be different, for clean
water, for deeper relationship with God, for a malated and just way of living between people.

The water crisis and the lack of justice in acdessater is part of the crisis facing the planetrikof says that the question facing
us today is "How, then, shall we live"?

Seen this way Lent is more about taking time toqasdstions, looking at God's beautiful creatiorzdneing aware of how the way
each of us lives today is linked to whole of life this precious and fragile planet, and askingelues what does it mean today to
follow Jesus? It is about contemplating beautifilkels, free running streams or simply a glass afinctiinking water and longing
for justice. It's also about committing to beingtpz the long term work for water justice acrolss planet.

As we walk humbly with God through Lent we are dtsaking forwards to the promise of the transformexld values offered by
Christ's resurrection at Easter. That transformatias to begin with ourselves.

Achieving water justice for the more than one billpeople on our planet who do not have accedsam drinking water will not
come about over night. It will be a long procesggilig advocacy, campaigning and direct action. Soness it will seem as if we
are having no impact. It demands not only our lettlial and political commitment, it also needpigitsiality of persistence
which sustains us as we follow Jesus and try twdder wearing away at the mountains of injustice.

The promise is that Christ the source of livingevatwill sustain us as we go forwards and wateséwgels of new life.




FOR REFLECTION

- Take some time to listen to water, dripping, pogystreaming. The sound of water reminds us of GGoamise of
plenty; silence can remind us how little just shgrihere is of this resource that is essentidifiar

« Think of the life-giving potential of just one dra water can bring new life to a barren land.

« Asyou listen to, or imagine, the sounds of wadsk yourself: What is your relationship to watertlahen pray:

« for justice and fair access for all people to thisst vital resource;
» for patience and strength to sustain advocacy angbaigning on water justice.

>

FOR DISCUSSION

What are the ways God may be calling you and yoarmounity to engage in persistent action aroundateessibility to
water?

What makes you and your community aware of the maisis?

In what ways is a Lenten spirituality also an epwoiuiality? In what ways would you like to deepgour spirituality this
Lent?

FOR ACTION

Prepare for World Water Day (22 March):
Find out if there are local activities for World \téa Day near you.
Look at ourtool kit for ideasof how you and your church can get involved invé@s for justice on World Water Day.




Week 2

Waters of baptism, water of life
A reflection by Anne Louise Mahoney

With joy you shall draw water from the wells ofvsdion.
Isaiah 12:3

My parish church features a large baptismal forgn@finfants and adults
alike are baptized. During Sunday liturgies forstnaf the year, the soft
sounds of flowing water provide a peaceful backdtopng moments of
silence and prayer and remind us of our baptism.

But on Ash Wednesday, things change. The fontaidd and then filled g
with sand and rocks — dry, lifeless, muted. It 3lsvaatches me by surprise ji
We are now in desert time, whether we like it or. no

For seven long weeks | pass by the sand-filled éach Sunday. | miss the water — its moisturegutgling, its cooling presence. |
am prompted to face the desert areas in my ownr-ldded-up relationships, destructive habits, gngpayer, selfishness, pride, lack
of compassion. | linger reluctantly in that barpace, trying to rediscover what is life giving.

As the anticipation of Easter builds, | begin tagime the water’s return. | feel hope stirring dgrHoly Week, knowing that when |
enter the church for the Easter Vigil, the watdt e flowing once again, music to my ears and piyits

It is always worth the wait, worth the deprivatidn, experience the water anew on this night. Befogeeven get to the glorious
moment of baptism, the readings overflow with referes to water. God’s spirit swept over the facthefwaters of creation. God
makes springs gush forth in the valleys. Weepinyg limger for the night, but joy comes in the moigifEveryone who thirsts, come
to the waters. My soul thirsts for God, for theriy God.

From the moment our lives begin, water is key to foiure. Without it, we will die. We drink it, c&owith it, bathe in it, wash

clothes and dishes and floors with it, nourish atéand plants with it, and use it in manufactuofi@ll kinds. As Christians, we are
baptized in it. Water is a primary force in ourelévthat is often beyond our control. When it urieasits full strength through
hurricanes or floods or blizzards, and when itgltip completely, we recognize its true power ower u

Today, we stand accountable for our mismanageniemater. We face the shameful fact that this esaler@source is not



available to all people. We watch passively as iAriie melts, threatening the precarious ecologiahnce of our planet. As
Christians, reborn in Jesus through the baptisrasnywe are called to restore the balance.

Each year, the Easter Vigil offers us a stark relmirthat water is God'’s gift to us — in baptism amaur everyday lives. Indeed,

water is life. In baptism, Christians touch thisis® of life in a way that has the potential torgi@ our lives completely. We rise

with Christ to newness of life. As we go forth ilrst, we must remember that water is a blessirugttreasured, to be shared with
all people, to be protected for future generations.

FOR REFLECTION

Reflect on the "desert spaces" in your own lifeséhaspects of your life that make you feel vubierand thirsting for
something. Remembering that the desert in the Biladiso a place of ascetic meditation, think about those situations
and places that make you feel closer to God.

FOR DISCUSSION

WP

In what ways does the water crisis resonate wilesrthat may arise on the spiritual journey?
How may water play a role in your own life of prayad that of your community?
What are the areas in your life in which you sealabce this Lent?

FOR ACTION

Organize a Bible study / group meditation arouredtthptismal font of your church and let the paptaits reflect quietly for
some time; then share how they can relate to watéeir day to day life - both spiritually as wak physically.

With your family or faith community, list three wsiyo use water more respectfully or efficiently gud them into action.
Think about the "deserts" (places affected by timise and mismanagement of water, or lacking acgetise community or
city where you live. Can you find out which netwsid organizations address this issues and hovegold support them
with your prayers, time or other resources?

Help the Ecumenical Water Network address crucakwissues and get involvedhere are many ways of getting
involved...




3“ Week
Week 3
Wells of quarrel — space for peace

Reflection by Fr Afrayem Elorshalimy

Lack of access to water and sanitation is a squetglem for Palestinians. Since it occupied the MBesk in 1967, Israel has denied
them access to the waters of the Jordan Riverewetaly limited their access to other local aqsifer

Discriminatory policies and practices in the depetent of water and sanitation infrastructure
and in the allocation of the shared water resouscesienying Palestinians access to sufficien

amounts of water for domestic use as well as ttired to secure livelihoods and food secul
*kkkkkkk

So Isaac departed from there and camped in theyall Gerar and settled there. Isaac dug
again the wells of water that had been dug in thgsdbf his father Abraham; for the Philistines <=« _~
had stopped them up after the death of Abraham;re&ngave them the names that his father s {
had given them. But when Isaac’s servants dugdrvétiey and found there a well of spring . \™4&
water, the herders of Gerar quarrelled with Isaalk&rders, saying, ‘The water is ours.” So he - -~
called the well Esek, because they contendedhwvithThen they dug another well and they :
guarrelled over that one also; so he called it 8itnHe moved from there and dug another
well, and they did not quarrel over it; so he cdlieRehoboth, saying, ‘Now the Lord has
made room for us, and we shall be fruitful in thed.’ Genesis 26.17-22RSV

S

e

Throughout history civilizations have flourishedavbver there has been a source of water, = = - ,
whilst others have faded away or collapsed duedocgty of water resources. People have fouﬂ'ré'imple well provides very limited

and died for even small patches of water. water to the shepherds of Um Al

Khayt. Photo: EAPP
Since ancient times, water has been a source ofab&tween the competing inhabitants of the Halgd. The book Genesis reveals

such a quarrel between the ancient Israelitestan@hilistines. Conflicts over water have contiheger since in this place. Today, the
share of water for a Palestinian is one fourthrofsaaeli share, and one sixth of the share obeaeli settler in the West Bank. Israel
has confiscated over 85% of the water resourcégi®ccupied Palestinian Territories. One of thpres prepared by the section on
Palestine and occupied Arab territories at the Aredgue revealed that Israel robs about 650- 80bkliCubic Meters of water
annually from the West Bank which is being pump#d iIsrael proper, and its illegal settlementsim dccupied Palestinian territories.



And yet in the Bible, God promises plenty of wateguench the thirst of the thirsty (Isaiah: 41:5ajah: 44:3,4). Nowadays, water has
become increasingly important since we use it fearing our houses, cooking, bathing, and sanitatitso we use water to irrigate dry
soil in agriculture so as to provide for food. Gundustries use water more than any other liquidnfove take advantage of the swift
water flows in rivers to generate electricity.

While Genesis tells of the struggles between anhgeoples over water, it also reflects God’s whiatt water is for all, not for one
particular people over against another. Isaac mireesEzek (“contention”)andSitnah (“quarrel, accusation”)the wells of dispute, to
another place where he dug one more well whichaiedtRehoboth (“broad space))a nhame that does not reflect his skills in figdin
water, nor his diplomatic or military abilities, tolois recognition that land and water are the @ifGod: “Now the Lord has made room
for us, and we shall be fruitful in the land.” Thes room for both Philistine and Israelite to flist in the land; God has provided water
for both.

Wherever there is conflict over water today, angeeglly in the particular context of Israel andeRtine, the biblical narrative reminds
us all that water is God'’s gift, and never anyorg@perty. God calls us to rename all our wellsrfiesekand Sithahto Rehoboth for
“the Lord has made room for us, and we shall beftifun the land.” This call remains vital fromeéhancient Philistines and Israelites all
the way through time to the present Israelis arldsfiaians.

AR R AT : S s
A simple well prov1des very limited water to the shepherds of um al khayr, sometlmes as llttle as 20 lltres per day for all purposes.
Up to 200,000 Palestinians in similar rural communities have no access to running water at all. Photo: EAPPI



FOR REFLECTION

1. To speak of access to water as a “human right” sydsat we hold our public authorities, on all levef decision-
making and implementation, responsible to pricgitize drinking water needs of the poorest and mdserable - and
to ensure an accountable use of the available (watkfinancial) resources to this end.

2. In preparation for World Water Day, consider wigfito your government or local authorities. Speath&n of our
shared responsibility to respect water as a giGad as well as a human right. Ask for informatatrout the actions
they are taking to guarantee and implement the huight to water for all people, locally and intationally.

FOR DISCUSSION

1. Where is there unequal access to, or conflict avater in your context?
What are other gifts of God that people have tuintdtheir private property?
3. How does God call you in your context to move frerekandSithahto Rehoboth?

>

FOR ACTION

Organize a group of people from your church forsét to a rural place nearby and identify a wedrt
Or

Organize a group visit to a slum in the city oritsroutskirts and ask the local communities abbetitackground of the
well, bore well or water tap or any other sourcelmking water. Please discuss the following:

» Is this water source a place of conflict / a platéellowship?
e Is anyone denied access to water from this soufe®? then why?
* How do the locals value this water source in theality?



Week 4

Thirst for water - thirst for life
A biblical reflection by Konrad Raiser

Water is the lifeblood of the planet as well aséhenomy. In the Bible, it is one of the symbo
for God’s generosity and blessing, for healing Boeration. Yet in today’s economy, we often
do not share water generously and with compaski@nbeing appropriated and becomes a b¢t
of contention. Demand for this life-giving eleménever increasing — fuelled not only by the £
of people living on our planet but by our waysgpabduction and lifestyles that serve an
unqualified and unquestioned pursuit of profits gratification.

In a time of economic and environmental crisisehieran urgency for all of us to engage in .
reflection and action on the “economy of water”t e try to understand together how God's §&&
generosity can be reflected in tmanagement of our common househettie original meaning
of “oikonomia”.

Photo: ACT Alliance
The biblical writings reflect the conditions ofdifn a country where water was scarce and therefei@ous as the most vitally
necessary means of survival. People depended @ fxatn springs and wells, or from rainwater caikecin cisterns which were
carefully dug out. The availability of a well ostérn was of particular importance for semi-nomadiople and their flocks. As the
conflict between Abraham and his son Isaac withgdech shows, the ownership of a well could edmigome the subject of quarrels
between those with large flocks (Gen. 21, 22ff; ).

e

Water in the Bible is one of the symbols for Gagmerosity and blessing, for God provides what [eeged for their life. God is
being praised as the good shepherd who leads anedbwaters (Ps. 23, 2). There is little thatpdeaan do to secure their vital need
for water, apart from collecting rain water or diggwells. God sends rain on the righteous anderutirighteous, just as God makes
the sun rise on the evil and the good ones (M&;th5) When Hagar and her son Ishmael ran out téniathe desert, God opened her
eyes to see the saving well (Gen. 21, 15ff). Whenpeople complained to Moses in the desert, bedhey had no water to drink,
Moses was told by God to strike the rock and wedene out (Ex. 17, 1ff).

God'’s generosity is to be reflected in the relatops in human community. To offer water to one vghthirsty, even to the enemy, is a
basic criterion of right relationships (Gen. 24{f1Brov. 25, 21; Matth. 25, 42; Rom 12, 20). Oalyillain or a fool will deprive the
thirsty of drink (Isaiah 32, 6; Job 22, 7). Haviagpay for water is considered as a mark of opwesand unjust treatment (Num. 20,
19; Lam. 5, 4). Water is a free gift from God todtwred without restriction on the community. Thengise of salvation, therefore, is
expressed in the invitation to everyone who thitgstsome to the water and drink without having &g for it (Isaiah 55, 1). And God



“will pour water on the thirsty land and streamstloa dry ground”. Water thus becomes the symbalHeroutpouring of God’s spirit
and blessing (Isaiah 44, 3).

To be thirsty for water is part of the human coiodit It is the bodily expression of the longing tbe fullness of life, but it can also turn
into a greedy effort to maximize satisfaction. Ae stories of the manna in the desert (Ex.16) ah@frich man who tried to store up
his abundant harvest (Luke 12, 16ff) show, it isli&h to believe that the thirst will disappear &gcumulating resources. In the
dialogue with the Samaritan women Jesus pointedgcsburce that will quench the thirst for life: #yone who drinks of this water
will be thirsty again; but those who drink of thater that | will give them will never be thirstyh& water that | will give will become
in them a spring of water gushing p to eternal’l{fsohn 4, 13f). And the book of Revelation comds with the invitation: “Let
everyone who is thirsty come. Let anyone who widh&e the water of life as a gift” (Rev. 22, 17heTsource of this water of life
remains inaccessible for human greed.

Young nomadic shepherd tending cattle, Tanzani@e@n Hawkey/ACT




FOR REFLECTION

In the same way as we have a definition for thesgpty line” with certain criteria for measuring poty, it is time we
had a definition for the “greed line” to measure greed instinct of the people who go on accunmgavealth and
resources.

=

Can you start discussing about the “greed lingfaar churches?

Do you know what are the “greed indicators”?

More WCC Resources on Greélttp: //www.oikoumene.org/en/programmes/justice-diakonia-and-
responsibility-for-creation

FOR DISCUSSION

In what ways do you recognize water as a symb@&axf’s gift and generosity?

In what ways does God call you to offer water - atiter gifts of God - to those who thirst or araity kind of
need?

What are the areas in your life in which greedxisressed?

FOR ACTION

In tropical countries, during summer the tempemratiges over 40 degree Celsius. There are not énuulgic
facilities for the people to drink water. Everyarannot afford to buy bottled water to drink. Assipracticed in
many countries including India, can you organizkséribution centre for drinking water free of cosh strategic
locations?

“Think global, but drink local”: avoid bottled wat whenever it is possible. For every litre of leattwater, about
2 litres of water are used just to produce theldott
Avoid buying bottled water, if in your country dkimg the tap water at home is considered safe!



5" Week
Week 5

Sister Water or blue gold?
A reflection by Dom Tomas Balduino

Be praised, My Lord, through Sister Water;

she is very useful, and humble,

and precious, and pure.

(FromCanticle of the Suby Saint Francis of Assisi) "' —

" .

At the World Social Forum in Porto Alegre, Ricarfdetrella, a professor, author, and
water activist from Italy, reported that Nestlé &wta Cola are buying up large tracts
land in Brazil that contain permanent water sprifidgse multinationals are investing
vast sums of money in Europe in the bottled waterket. Their aim in South America i
the same. The International Monetary Fund has asgtspire on African governments tos
accept water privatization as a condition for teaeiving subsidies for development.
There are rivers in Brazil that are dead throughdischarge of industrial chemical wag
That is one way in which water is exploited in fawvof production. That is happening
even in the ancient ecological sanctuaries in ountry such as Bacia do Xingu. The
water of the River Fresco, that used to be cless fow become full of sediment through
widespread gold-mining. Fish have been found trebénd through lack of light.

Photo: Guilherme Cecilio

The controversial decision to divert the Sdo FrsswRiver has the market as its sole aim througleeratrating water for irrigation of
single-crop farming of sugar cane and agro-busiimegeneral. The sparse population of the North &é&kreceive nothing in the form of
water supply, which is the most expensive in thedvdt is the blue gold. Its prime purpose is tmtjuench people's thirst, but to make
money, particularly in light of global warming atite race for drinking water. According to UN sthtis, 884 million human beings do
not have access to drinking water, and in 2025 60%e world population will probably live in regie affected by water shortages.

By contrast, the vision of St Francis of Assisvésy much present today at the grass roots, ngtinrBrazil but throughout Latin
America, in the indigenous, black and peasant conitnes. It has been the indigenous peoples who haigtained the mystical human
relationship with Mother Earth and Sister Wate aave protected what remains to be preservedtimenal urning directly to the Gospel,
in his conversation with the Samaritan woman (Mihi-14), Jesus requests her, "Give me somethidgn&". The insight that the
popular communities draw from this is the surpgdiond that we have with our own well, and our tdeation with water, which turns
us into fountains of living water. "Drinking fromme's own well" as St John of the Cross said. THsght comes to us from times long
past. Water is part of the biblical story at keymamts in the life of the people of God. But it iscapresent in the spiritual life of other
peoples, who, like the people of the Bible, havelendeir own essential contribution to the preskaily growing awareness of
humankind.



Out of that mystical vision comes the strengthigbtfin defence of water as a vital common goodafbliving beings, never as a
commodity.

Care of water and the struggle to protect it agginsatization policies can only be achieved tlgloa fresh global relationship with the
created world, with nature, with the environment.

Let us remember thigarth Chartera genuine achievement of the people, the barireenew struggle, which should be taken into actour
in all decision-making by all peoples in defencehaf Earth, our home, respecting and caring fer fifr the integrity of the environment,
for social and economic justice, for democracy peace.

This is how the precious Earth Charter concludes:

"Let ours be a time remembered for the awakenirayredw reverence for life, the firm resolve to aghi sustainability, the quickening of
the struggle for justice and peace, and the josélebration of life."

Postscript:

In the UN Human Development Report from 2006, Pl Luiz Indcio Lula da Silva wrote: "Clean, acible and affordable water is a
human right." Despite these clear words the Brazijovernment is now reported to have been amasg tivho actively opposed the
affirmation of the human right to water in the fimainisterial declaration of the recent World Wa@rum which took place 16-22 March
in Istanbul in 2009. Read more about the World \Watzum:

http://www.oikoumene.org/en/news/news-manage megtégarticle/1722/declaration-of-the-world.html




FOR REFLECTION

* When we talk about the privatization and commeizadion of water we often focus on large corporaionaking a profit at the
expense of poor communities’ access to clean wathat about our own role in the system? To whorthdse corporations sell
their products? Who benefits from the sharehol@éres they create?

» Reflect on: When does each of us "profit" from phiwatization of water at the expense of othessya buy and consume, or as
we invest our savings?

FOR DISCUSSION
1. Do you recall having seen or heard of a river dyingour locality?
2. What memories do you have of carrying water fromrymwvn well, from a river or pond? In today’s commialized world, when
you are buying a bottle of water, do you ever trohkhe days when we were doing fine without bdttheater?
3. Have you ever thought about the possible conseggasfqrivatization of water in your own context?

FOR ACTION

* Is it possible for you to organize a visit with @gp, e.g. with your Bible study group or churclugg to one of the water
sources, rivers, or lakes where you live? Congidérg to a local water body and having a shortiseref thanksgiving for
water. Maybe there is also an opportunity to comleflection with practical action, like a riveeah-up?

» Find out about what is causing water and riverytimh where you live. Organize a river cleanup @urycommunity. It's a great
way to reconnect your family, friends and neighisowith the streams and rivers in your backyardeAy\helpful tool is the
River Cleanup Organizer's Handbook by American Rivehich includes important organizational anesafips.
http://www.americanrivers.org/site/PageServer?pagerAR7_NationalRiverCleanup_Handbook

* In 2006 Brazilian and Swiss churches have issyethbecumenical declaration on water as a human right ahpublic good
They committed themselves "to convince our churcbesgregations, institutions, ecumenical groupeugs partner
organizations to support this declaration and &y fpor its aims; together with the movements andJd¥Gnterested in these
issues, to motivate public opinion, political foscand the population of our countries to work wofaof the terms set out in this
declaration."

The declaration is currently already availabl&mlish, French, Spanish German, andPortugueseCan you translate the text into
your own local language?

« Talk to your church leadership, or send a letteéhw&icopy of the declaration, to make them awathisfexcellent example of
ecumenical cooperation and asking them to considaing on to it.

» Use St Francis' Canticle of the Sun each day dopgour prayers for water justice this week. Rghthis beautiful and ancient
prayer also inspires you to paint or draw pictwiesister water, brother fire ... You can find fhé text here inEnglish French
German Spanishas well as in the originddmbriandialect.




Week 6

Give me water... the living water!
A reflection by Lucy Wambui Waweru

Jesus answered, "everyone who drinks this watébweithirsty again, but whoever drinks the watgive him will never thirst. Indeed,
the water | give him will become in him a springvedter welling up to eternal life." the woman seichim, "sir, give me this water so
that | won't get thirsty and have to keep comingehe draw water." John 4: 13-15

Nipe maji ninywe, maji ya uzima yesu akasema mmegapata...(give me water to drink, the living watlsus said you already have
it...), thus goes a famous Swahili song that capttireseed and great desire for water in Kenya. Mamystill pleading — give us
water; how can we get water?

Degradation of the water catchment areas due twehtion, land degradation, and industrial agtiaround such areas has caused
untold suffering and had a negative effect on tt@nemy. The current controversy about the Mau fordle largest of all water
catchment areas in Kenya is just the tip of thbeécg. Prolonged droughts, outbreak of cholera aadhfloods are causing deaths and
havoc, bringing suffering to many. Such eventser&ésues of inaccessibility to clean water, misrgangent of natural resources,
ecological degradation, inequalities, sanitatiorg poverty.

Against this backdrop a Presbyterian baptism récémk place of about 80 adults from the Maasancwnity of kajiado (a semi-arid
area in Kenya). They were baptized in a man-madé (potually a “deeper” version of a trough). Bezathe rivers are dry, the water



for baptism had to be purchased at a cost of B50860 — about 26 $. This is quite an investmeminimrea where people and livestock
are dying due to lack of food and water. Yet thegbe opted for the water of baptism, rather thayirmufood or water, and chose
also baptism by immersion. Even for infants, thaister had to be in the water as he baptized thoygkfusion in those cases. After
the ceremony, the members of the congregation $tegnfior the remaining water, dirty as it was,ded their livestock.

This story represents the reality for many commesitThere seems to be a very strong correlatiomesn the water of baptism and
water for daily use. The water of baptism represéfe, the grace of god, renewal and hope. Thenyeg of this particular
community for baptismal water at whatever cosiexd an equally deep yearning for the provisiowater for ordinary use.

In contexts like this, water still remains the \@difor taking the gospel to the people as wethassolution if their lifestyles are to
change. Urban churches and others that have aocesger, and those who still wish to maintain dboedan river baptism motif, have
their churches designed in such a way that theagomol at the altar that can be opened and filléld water during baptism services.
Others carry out their baptisms in swimming powlkile a majority of mainstream churches are contiecarry out baptism by
effusion. When | compare these different practitdeads me to conclude that the people who thiiest for physical water thirst
even more for baptismal water.

In the discourse between Jesus and the Samaritaianv(john 4:7-15), we see the Samaritan woman gdéirthe living waters.

Yes, she needed the water from Jacob’s well, utatdo needed the living water even more. God giesss to the world, and Jesus
offers himself to the world as the living water.id hiving water figuratively represents a blessihgt reproduces itself, and like a
spring, it is never exhausted. Through those saffedrom water poverty, Christ is still begging fesmething to drink, for water, for
the living water. In this season of lent, as weydeurselves comforts in order to feel the paintbieos, may we come up with
practical ways of providing an answer to the mamp\are still crying, give us water ... the living \wes!

FOR REFLECTION

« Take a moment to reflect on the story of the baptsd in this reflection. Reflect on how you usater during baptisms in
your own congregation — do you use as little asgany or as much as you are able to? Does the sigmbaf water speak to
you?

« Were you aware that around the world it is oftengborest who pay most for their water? This isabee they do not have
access to any public water supply with regulateiffsainstead they rely on informal private watemdors.

« If the thought of using water more copiously in ypwayer and worship experience makes you feelmfmaable, it might be
a good idea to find out which are the biggest wabeisumers where you live and compare their useatdr with your
congregation’s use of water in liturgical practieesl other activities.



FOR DISCUSSION

1. Do you know how to find out the water catchmentasr&vhere you live?

2. How much water is used in celebrations of baptiangaur church community? What relationship do yee s
between the amount of water used in baptism andts¢ly nature of Christian discipleship that begin
baptism?

3. How can the language of “living water” help you @mdtand the needs of the Samaritan women at theamd|
your own needs this lent?

FOR ACTION

While you may be considering saving water duringtisan, you can find about other ways of improvihg environmental and
water footprint of your church. For examplgo-congregations.omffers various modules with guidance and ideas for
congregations on how to cut down on energy, reayaee, water and be generally a great deal kirm#rd planet than we
already are! The National Council of Churches imiark has identified8 points for becoming a "green churcRemember
that saving energy and reducing waste also protecte/ater resources.

For further information on a local situatioiMaterholes Restoration ProjéMaasai Association)




7" Week
Week 7

We need to wash our dirty feet!
A reflection by Anderson Jeremiah

And during supper Jesus, knowing that the Fath@rdigen all things into his hands, and that he bame from God and was going to
God, got up from the table, took off his outer rodred tied a towel around himself. '
the disciples' feet and to wipe them with the tahat was tied around him. (John 1
Jesus uses water as an effective and surprisimmehto demonstrate the central
aspect of his vision for the disciples' ministdgcording to John's gospel the

Last Supper took place in an undisclosed and semwat, in order for Jesus to

be alone with his disciples and loved ones. Thene no slaves or helpers to
break the bread or to pour the wine - just the eyaith few.

Jesus uses this last meal to show his discipleiitidamental principles of his
kingdom. The disciples might be tempted to dreaougipower and authority

and their place in the coming kingdom, rather th@sus' humble acts of service.
It was difficult for the disciples to humble therhaes and serve each other, which
is the central focus of Jesus' message. In pratticas, they did not follow the
local custom of washing their feet before havirRgasover meal, so Jesus
reminded them both of what is right and propemval as how to serve.

o

It is in this setting that Jesus uses water to aestnate the essence of his teaching.
Water is used for cleansing and purifying theydieet of the disciples and
becomes the symbol of restoration and of new Tifeg everyday act of foot
washing becomes the vehicle for divine revelation.

Jesus envisions a new community which is not difie power and greed for
authority, but of humility and servitude. But todayour world water has become
a source of power and division. Those who unjustiytrol the sources of water P
make it into a commodity, owned and sold by powerfanopolies, while those hoto: © P. Karl Wallner www.stift-heiligenkreuz.at
who cannot afford this basic human necessity hae tcontent with polluted

water, endangering themselves. It is sadly the tteeén the majority of the

world today water has become the cause of deatihatnaf life. Water, "the source of life", has bgwivatized and exploited to such an
extent that only certain human communities can la@eess to its benefits. The lack of clean wateaising millions to die of diseases




every year and human greed has robbed water jp@iiying and restoring nature. The challenge J&Xusst sets for us by
symbolically using water at his last meeting with dlisciples says loud and clear that we haveamléo embody the message of love
and service for the renewal and restoration of luomnmunities. Jesus invites us to wash ourselves

of our greed and desire for power. Water must b®red to being a source of life and basic rigithefwhole of creation if the world

is to carry on. This Lent, we as Jesus Christsipliss, are once again invited to allow Christgeland challenge to wash over us, so
that we may embody his message to others.

FOR REFLECTION

Lent is a time for reflecting on ourselves and mlationship with God. Some of us give up comftinet we are used to in
order to better concentrate on the essentials arfagn of atonement. Whether we fast or use Lerat special occasion for
giving to others, it is an opportunity for us tdleet on our failures, on our own greed and indéfece, but also a time for
reconciliation and renewing our joy and trust ind@gower and mercy as we approach Easter.

FOR DISCUSSION

What are your memories of being washed by anotliesop? What kinds of relationships are evoked b stemories?
What are your memories - or even imageries - wingayour feet washed by another person?

In what way do the experiences of washing the ghing/our life (dishes, clothes, floors, cars, ))espeak of the need for
cleansing in our lives?

ORI

FOR ACTION

« Organize an event where volunteers can actualbhulze feet of other participants and then disedest was the
experience of washing the feet and being washebebgther.

« During the Lent period, can you make a resolutibnod buying bottled water for consumption but Idok other
alternatives of safe drinking water, such as bgitin filtering water to drink where tap water ig sonsidered safe to
drink?

« If you decide to keep a fast or give up eating spdands of food or, for example, alcoholic bevgea (which is a
practice in certain parts of the world considertdbnting the money that you will have saved by tlasting/self
denial to the cause of water justice. You can doulte it to a local water initiative or you can dob@ to the EWN
(details on how to contribute financially to the E\Vsire available on our website).



An Order of Worship
for the Seven Weeks for Water Campaign
Ecumenical Water Network 2013
Songs from the Wombs of the Rivers in Asia

A bowl of drinking Water is kept near the altarinrthe centre on a lotus leaf /water lily or anyhet broad leaf available. Or the
same arrangement can be made with small bowls aretein each row in Church pews (depending on rsgatirangement.) Lotus
leaf is used for worship in some countries in Asid considered auspicious. Lotus plant also bloonvgater.

Call to Worship:
Rain stick is used to create ambience and makedsooirripples of water

Leader:

Sisters, brothers and little children

Come let us hear the songs of the waters

Feel the ripples embracing our soul

Let as celebrate as we hear the songs of theRiver

All:  Living water splash our soul with your love

Leader: 'The waters which are from heaven
and which gushes out after being dug,
and even those that spring by themselves,
the bright pure waters which leadttee sea,
may those divine waters protect us here'.

Rig-Veda, VIl 49.2 (Rig Veda is one of the Ol¢tistiu Scriptures)
Song of Adoration: Any song of praise and adoratio can be chosen as per context

Adoration and Praise:

Leader: Mother Water source of life
Sprouting from the womb of God
We praise and adore you
For protecting life of the vulnerable



All:

Leader:

All:

Leader :

All:

Leader:

We exalt you for giving refuge to Baby Moses
Cradling him softly with your ripples
When he was floated in river Nile

Halleluiah! Halleluiah! Halleluiah
Mother water we praise you

(Rain stick is used to create sounds of ripple @i beats to accompany)

Living Water- God of Life we worship you
For you are ‘El Roi'God who sees
God who saw the tears of Hagar
Quenched the thirst of her dying son in the defdBeersheba

Halleluiah! Halleluiah! Halleluiah
Living water we praise and exayou.

(Rain stick is used to create sounds of ripple @i beats to accompany)

Healing sacred waters of Jordan

We praise and exalt you

For it is with your waters

The Son of madesu Christavas anointed

To be the Messiah and spread ‘Good News intiadd’

Halleluiah! Halleluiah! Halleluiah
We praise you and exalt you sacred water

(Rain stick is used to create sounds of ripple @urdbeats to accompany)

Holy Spirit wind of God

Brooding over sister water

We praise and exalt you

For hovering over us

Making us pant in thirst for you

As the deer thirst for water. ( Psalm 42-1& 2)



All: Halleluiah! Halleluiah! Halleluiah
Sister water kissed by Holy Spirit, we praise anéxalt you.

(Rain stick is used to create sounds of ripple @i beats to accompany)

Scripture reading:
Old Testament 2 Kings 5:1-14
Gospel: John 19:28-30

Creative Reflection:

Song of a Little Girl by the River Jordan:

You can give me a hame.

You can call me by any hame

Lily, Rebecca or Anna, Kyung In, Deepa, Te®fai....
For my name is not written in the Bible.

But | want you to hear my song.

| am the little servant girl in Captain Naaman’sudehold

I may be from an indigenous tribe or impoverishadkground
Or maybe | was trafficked and sold to my master

| loved my mistress

| saw her weep to see her husband suffering

| also wept with her to see her in pain

But our tears were waters of strength for our soul

| wanted my master to be healed my mistress tapgey

It is | who gave them the good News about Proplish&

It was | who shared with them about the healing grsvef River Jordan
Rich with minerals and healing properties

Oh brothers and sisters

Hear my song .

(The leader can use the poem and reflect on 2 Kinysd4 and highlight on the healing powers of watERiver Jordan
where Jesus was also baptized. Reflection cantadslinked how Jesus was thirsty in cross he veamsed water in the
similar way many in this world are denied water.uSeinegar given to Jesus can be compared withupedl water
sources.)



Intercession:

Beating of drums and blowing of conch shell*
(*Conch shell or sea snail’s shell is used as a @imstrument in which when air is blown it soundgké a trumpet or horn. This is

very commonly used and blown during auspicious asions or in worships in South Asia).

Leader- Alas! Alas! How can we forget by the banks of Rikdekong ! Hundreds of women & children are trdééd every day from
Burma (Myanmar),Laos and Cambodia and sold fostjittion in Thailand to satiate the carnal desokthe tourists, who flock there
from rich countries. Their raped bodies are broked wounded. River Mekong weeps as she witessitime! Brothers, sisters and

children hear the songs of agony of River Mekong.

All: We are called to be agents of transformation

We are called to purge violence

Bless us God our living water

To wage Just peace

Swell our eyes with waters and our soul with passnofor justice

Leader: Alas! Alas! Hear the cries of the Sacred River Gafigwing with gusto from the Himalayas. Worshiggdmany as she cradles
the civilization and habitat of million living creaes. But Alas! Today she is polluted; her tribiets are harnessed for energy and
chocked by dams. And the governments do all thithéxname of modernization. Every monsoon milliofigeople in the Indian
subcontinent affected, displaced, impoverisheteditlue to heavy floods.

(Beating of drums and blowing of Conch shell)

All:  We are called to be agents of transformation
We are called to be stewards
To till God’s earth and keep it (Genesis:25)
Bless us God our ‘Living Water’
To wage Just peace

Swell our eyes with waters and our soul with passiofor justice

Leader:Alas! Alas! Hear the songs of agony of ShinanoeRileishio kawa ,Tokachi kawa of Japan pollutedbgiear
waste threatening life changing courses of nature

(Beating of Drums and Blowing Conch shell)



All: We are called to be agents of transformation
We are called to be stewards
To till God’s earth and keep it ( Genesis:25)
Bless us God our Living water
To weave Just peace
Swell our eyes with waters and our soul Witpassion for justice

Leader:Alas! Alas! Son of Godlesu Christavas crucified for our sins. With his broken bodythe cross he criéd am thirsty." A
jar of wine vinegar was there, so they soaked agpan it, put the sponge on a stalk of the hygsdapt, and lifted it to Jesus' lips."
(John 19:28-29). Jesus in his death was denied wiltess! Alas ! So many people in this world argpdeed of fresh drinking water and
die of water borne diseases. According to the WIHERY YEAR MORE THAN 3.4 MILLION PEOPLE DIE AS A RE SULT OF
WATER RELATED DISEASES AND 4,000 children die each day as a result of diseeaesed by ingestion of filthy water. Water
related conflicts fragment communities. More thae dillion people are deprived of access to sefkithg water.

(Beating of Drums and Blowing Conch shell )

All:  We are called to be agents of transformation
Bless us God our Living water
To weave Just peace
Swell our eyes with waters and our soul with passiofor justice
So that we share water with every one
End conflicts and water wars

Confession of Sin:

All: Waters yield your cure as armour for my body..... water, carry away all of the bad | have done #er in malicious
deceit or whatever lie | have sworn to. | have soung the waters today; we have joined with their sap( Rig Veda)

Absolution or Forgiveness of Sin

Symbolic Gesture:

Leader comes with a bow! of water and leaf. Hee/ dip the leaf and use the leaf to sprinkle itl@dongregation or group.
Or the congregation can use the water kept in pewprinkle on one another. Sprinkling water Wéhf is an Indian
tradition to purify and sanctify a person.



Leader:

Let this water sanctify and purify us
As if it were a loving mother
Almighty God of Love forgives us
Thirst for just peace

Spread the ‘Good News’

Lord’s Prayer in own Mother tongue :

Sharing of Peace and blessing one Another:

Congregation shares peace by greeting/ shakind)\wéh one another

(A contextual song can be chosen or a chanted \lkiee is being shared)

Sending forth and Benediction:
Hear the Songs of the rivers
That carries the songs of our life and society
Songs of agony, Songs of Joys, Songs of Hope
For Christ has risen
To give us hope
Be harbingers of justice and peace
Share water, rice and bread with every one
Build ‘Heaven on Earth’ Now!
Go in Peace .
Amen
Amen
*kkkkkkkkkk
The order of worship was prepared by Ms Moumita Bes* for the Ecumenical Water Network’s Seven Weédis\Water
campaign in 2013

*Moumita Biswas is a Bengali feminist theologiamrfr Church of North India. She is an ordinand in Biecese of
Calcutta, serving in St Pauls Cathedral Bengaligtegation. She is also the women and gender justagram coordinator
of the Diocese. Moumita has earlier worked in Gtas Conference of Asia (CCA) as well as with NGOECW/ECC in
various capacities.



WATER JUSTICE
(An order of worship prepared for the Seven Weeksdr Water 2013 in the context of India)

Preparation: God wants, Justice should flow down like waterd eghteousness like an ever flowing stream. Tadayive in a context
where water has stopped rolling and the ever flgwirstreams have dried up and become “never fldwilmgthis context of water
injustice this service invites us to worship thedGd justice with the hope that water justice Vilidiw like river and eco-righteousness
will permeate our hearts and minds like an overihgnstream.

Call to Worship:

Leader: Dear brothers and sisters, as many rivers megggher into the sea, we have come together to woesh God, the fountain of
living water. As we worship God in spirit and imti, let our hearts overflow with praise, let uscheansed by the waters of God’s grace
and forgiveness. Let us be refreshed and restgrdddus Christ who promises us the waters oftifeuigh his resurrection.

Prayer of Adoration and Thanksgiving

With hearts welling up in praise for God the fountef all goodness, let us adore the Lord. Gochefdeep ocean and the tiny brook, we
praise you and adore you for the gift of water thadtains all life. At this time of worship we remiger with thanksgiving the manifold
manifestations of your grace through the gift ofeva

Leader: We remember the waters of Massah and Meribah and

All: We praise and thank you for you are the God of giacs provision

Leader: We remember the healing waters of the pool ofé®il@nd

All: We praise and thank you for you are a God of ceasslcompassion

Leader: We remember the water Baptism of the river Joatah

All: We praise and thank you for you are a God of trapghation

Leader: Today we worship and adore you God of Provisiamgassion and transformation

All: Let this worship enable us to be responsible stedgaof your provision, channels of your compassiondaagents of your
transformation. Amen.



Congregational Song: Morning has broken

Morning has broken, like the first morning,
Blackbird has spoken, like the first bird.
Praise for the singing, praise for the morning,
Praise for them springing fresh from the word.

Sweet the rain's new fall, sunlit from heaven,
Like the first dew fall on the first grass.
Praise for the sweetness of the wet garden,
Sprung in completeness where His feet pass.

Mine is the sunlight, mine is the morning,
Born of the one light Eden saw play.
Praise with elation, praise every morning,
God's re-creation of the new day.

Prayer of Confession:

Leader: God, the very source of life, whose spirit hodeoser waters at the time of creation, God in J&hist, who came as living
waters to quench the thirsty, God the Holy Spirtowwaters and brings forth the fruit, we come tairypresence confessing our
attitudes of greed, dominance and insensitivityatias your wonderful creation and particularly tosgawater.

All : Let justice roll down like rivers, and let viers roll out in justice

Leader: We confess that we have been irresponsible igusaters diligently and have wasted a lot for caimfortable living. We
humans have made water, the natural resource coitimeddand have privatised water and have deniegsacto water to several
people in our countries. In the name of developnpeajects, our water bodies have been drained ndtha@ave been polluted with
industrial wastes, causing risk to the flora arelfduna, living on the aquatic bodies.

All : Let justice roll down like rivers, and let viers roll out in justice

Leader: We are aware that there is non-cooperation amtatgssin sharing the water resources and that atere/have been much
politicized, depriving the needy farmers. Evennthee as faith communities have been silent in esking the water-cooperation
among the states and seek forgiveness for lacklitical will in voicing out for the thirsty peopland for the dying farmers in situations
of drought.



All : Let justice roll down like rivers, and let viers roll out in justice

Leader: We confess for being silent spectators as tladitd) Tribals, and many other vulnerable comitiesy who walk for several
kilometres in search of waters to quench the thifsttheir families. We also confess that we havenbeontribution to the
commodification of water, when many are forcedltimk from contaminated waters and from dry spriny@ come to your presence
for our inactions, for our lethargy, for our insamity towards abusing waters and other naturaluress calling on your intervention so
that we get challenged to conserve, preserve amdater in prudence.

All : Let justice roll down like rivers, and let ri vers roll out in justice
Absolution:

All : God who brought waters out of the rocks, Gado quenched the thirst of many dying in wilderne$sod who in Jesus gave the
living waters so that those that taste them woulevar thirst, God who in Jesus died on the Crosgdty, for there was none to
quench his thirst, listens to all that truly confesand grant us forgiveness so that we act respolesin using waters, we become
sensitive in quenching the thirsts of several dyiagd grant us wisdom in conserving and preserviitng twaters so that rivers would
roll out in justice among all nations and all peog$. Amen

Scripture Reading: Amos 5:24(or an appropriate scripture portion may be chosen)

Reflection and Sharing:

Intercessory Prayer: (A glass of Clean Water, a glass of salted watdmitie of coke and an empty glass are used). iadic related
to the nature, played in the background.

Leader: Let us pray for the whole universe.

(Holding the glass of clean wajdrord let this glass of clean water remind ushef &vailable sources of fresh drinking water. Hedfio
protect the gift of water and utilize it with thpist of sanctity and responsibility. May our livee so balanced that greed makes way for
need and the tendency to waste makes way for a torent to save.

All: Fountain of life, wash us clean from greed andin.
Leader: (Holding the glass of salted watekket this glass of salted water remind us of therdeof those whose lives have been

threatened by the excessive salination of theiemasources. Let those who contribute to thegisien levels shed tears of repentance
and learn to lead a simple life so that others'samply live’.



All: Creator of new life, transform us so that we may be channels of life.

Leader: (Holding a bottle of cokefpod of justice, we pray for all those who arestsg multinational corporations and developmental
processes which plunder our natural resources lamditened the livelihood of millions. We rememblee Plachimada Solidartiy
Committee, Narmada Bachao Andolan, the NationabAdle of People’'s Movement, Tribals, Dalits andigedous people and all
those organizations which are involved in the prneden of water, your gift of life. Help them g@dhem and sustain them in their
endeavours.

All: God of justice strengthen those who seek to gserve your creation.

Leader: (Holding the empty glass) Lord we pray for all temmunities who are involved in the issue of walstice. Sensitize us, to
walk with all the people who lack the water of liféelp us to empty ourselves of all the prejudized fill us with a vision of solidarity
and fellowship so that we can liaise and work witner likeminded people in conserving the gift wate

All: God of justice give us your vision.

Leader: Lord, we pray for the universal church and its siie and vision. Sensitise the church to work talsawater justice.
Transform our lives so that we may be channelsistige - so much by not what we “preach”, but bhatv we "practice”. Let your
churches be role models within our communitiesdnserving water and preserving life in all its figgs. Make your churches work
together so that justice will prevail and waterl & available for all in our generation and beyond

All: God of hope make us instruments of hope.

Song:All Creatures of our God and King
All creatures of our God and king

Lift up your voice and with us sing

O praise ye Alleluia

O brother sun with golden beam

O sister moon with silver gleam

O praise ye O praise ye

Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia

O brother wind, air, clouds and rain
By which all creatures ye sustain
O praise ye Alleluia

Thou rising morn in praise rejoice
Ye lights of evening find a voice

O praise ye, O praise ye

Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia



O brother wind, air, clouds and rain
By which all creatures ye sustain
O praise ye Alleluia

Thou rising morn in praise rejoice
Ye lights of evening find a voice

O praise ye, O praise ye

Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia

O sister water flowing clear

Make music for the Lord to hear
Alleluia, Alleluia

O brother fire who lights the night
Providing warmth enhancing sight
O praise ye, O praise ye

Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia

Dear mother earth who day by day
Unfolding blessings on our way
Alleluia, Alleluia

The flowers and fruits that in thee grow
Let them God’s glory also show

O praise ye, 0 praise ye

Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia

The Lord’s Prayer (Re-read)

All: Our God, the father & the mother, from, throug and to whom all lives flow,

Your name is holy for you water every creature wiife,

Your reign of “waters rolling in justice” may comédown and dwell among us as it is in your presence,

Give us waters sufficient for our living, and helps to share waters and our resources with thoset i@ dying in thirst,
Forgive us of our insincerity, insensitivity, irrggnsibility in saving and preserving waters,

And teach us to forgive one another, and to seetgieeness for abusing the creation,

Lead us not into the temptation of accumulation,egd & dominating the waters, and deliver us fromaa¢ious life
styles,

For your word is like waters cleansing us from evil

for your reign is righteousness flowing like an avélowing stream dismantling the powers and prinailities, from
generation to generation, from history to historfgrever and ever.



The Benediction:

All: May God who caused it to rain and water the wlle face of the earth before creating Eve and Adam,

May Jesus Christ who spoke to a woman from Samahat the waters he would give will become in thdkat drink a
spring of water gushing up to eternal life,
May Holy Spirit, who, to the thirsty will give wateas a gift from the spring of the water of life atinue to inspire and
challenge all of us to become channels in strivitiyvards water co-operation and bless us all to flas/“justice roll down

as waters” both now and forever more. Amen.
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Prepared by SCM India and some prayers taken and adapted from
Universal Day of Prayer for Students - 2011 Booklet
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* To know more about the EWN and our activities peasit the EWN website at

http://water.oikoumene.org

Stay informed and in touch by signing up for tharterly EWN e-newsletter, or join EWN on

Facebookwww.facebook.com/EcumenicalWaterNetwoTlo sign up for the newsletter, just

send an e-mail twvater (at) wcc-coe.orgith the subject line “EWN Newsletter”.

» We hope that our Seven Weeks for Water have bdertmmspire you and have been a helpful
companion in your Lent meditations. If they hawestjthened and renewed your thirst for
justice, considesigning up as a supportef the Ecumenical Water Network.
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